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WHEN 
YOU'RE 78 
YEARS OLD, LET’S 
SEE HOW MUCH 


GRANDPA 
BRUCE, SURPRISES 
YOU ALWAYS YOU, MY 
RUIN THE DEAR. 
SURPRIGE. 
WHY 
DON’T YOU 
RUN ALONG AND 
PLAY WITH YOUR 
COUSINS? 


DON’T WANT 
TO PLAY WITH 
THEM. I WANT 
TO HEAR A 
STORY. 


ALL RIGHT, JANET. HOW ABOUT 
THE ONE WHERE ZORRO FACED 
THE TERRIBLE GOVERNOR 
QUINTERO, AND WON HIG 
BEAUTIFUL NIECE’S 
A 
REAL ONE, 
EH? 


THEN 
WHY DON’T 
YOU GO TO THE 
SHELF AND PULL 
YOUR FAVORITE 
BATMAN 
ADVENTURE, 
AND I’LL 
TELL IT TO 


NY Ye \, os 


el 


THAT’S WHY 
I HAD TO START 
WRITING THEM DOWN. 
OTHERWISE I’D 
NEVER BE ABLE 
TO REMEMBER 
THEM ALL. 


HELL, 
EVEN THEN, 
HALF OF THEM 
CONTRADICT 
THE OTHER. 


BUT 
THEY STILL 
ALL HAPPENED. 
I PROMISE 
YOU THAT. 


you 
KNOW, THIS 
WAS MY F/RST 
THE CASE CASE. I WAS JUST 
OF THE CHEMICAL A YOUNG HERO THEN, 
SYNDICATE. THE STILL TAKING SHAPE. 
DEATH OF MR. I BARELY KNEW 
LAMBERT. WHAT I WAS 


+ THAT'S STRANGE. 
THAT’S NOT HOW I 
REMEMBER IT 
STARTING. 


DON’T 
BE SILLY, 
GRANDPA. 


THAT'S 
Exacriy How 
IT STARTED. JM 


YES. 
THAT’S RIGHT. 
I’M SORRY, 
WHAT WAS I 
THINKING? 


IT ALL 
STARTED 

m WITHA] 

A WiINDOw... / 


HOW ABOUT 
SOMETHING 
LATER, AND A BIT 
MORE EXCITING? 
MAYBE THE CASE 
OF THE LONG 
HALLOWEEN... 


EVERYONE 
HAS THEIR 
FAVORITE BATMAN 
STORY, AND THIS 
ONE’S MINE. 


‘AND A 
SCREAM LOST TO 
THE DARK.” 


YOU I...I 
KNOW YOU'RE OUT 
THERE! YOU HEAR 

ME? I CAN FEEL 
YOUR EYES ON ME! 
COME INSIDE AND 
FACE ME! 


YOU’RE 
LIKE THE COPS, 


WERE JUST HERE... 
YOU THINK I DID IT. 
\ THAT I KILLED MY 
FATHER. 
I’D 
NEVER 
URT HIM, 
NEVER! 
I 
KNOW. YOUR 
PRINTS ON THE 
KNIFE OVERLAY THE 
BLOOD. YOU SIMPLY 
PULLED THE BLADE fF 


NOW, IN 
YOUR REPORT 
TO MR. GORDON 
AND HIS FRIEND 
BRUCE WAYNE, YOU 
SAID YOU SAW A 


SHAPE AT THIS 
WINDOW. 


I DID... YES. 

I THOUGHT...I 
THOUGHT I SAW 
A SHAPE ON 
THE OTHER 


Y purirea 
CURIOUS WINDOW. 
a IT’S ALWAYS 
COVERED IN 
BLOOD. 
: IT'S 
EY THE ANGLE OF 
(Ay THE PANE. B/EDS. 


THAT THERE’S 
ANYTHING 


CRASHING I 


INTO IT. 


Aa | 


\ 


IT 


a 


' Bh. 


Si mo 


\ 


4 AH ON 
/ GOOD. THEN \ 
YOU SHOULD 

KNOW THE 

PLAYERS WELL, 

HERE AT THE 
DAWN OF 
MAN. 


T ME. LIKE YOU 
AGOWS i SAID, BATMAN. 


YOU KWOW YOUR 
STORY. AND YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENS 
NEXT. 


THAT 
YOUNG HERO, 
THE LEADER OF 
THE BAT-TRIBE. IN 
A COMING LIFE, HE 
NAME WATHO ! 
SET. THE BIRD 


TRIBE NOW KNOWS 
WHAT EVIL HAS BEEN 
WHISPERING INTO HIS 
EAR. THEY KVOW THE 

DARKNESS HE WILL 

BRING INTO THIS 
WORLD. 


THAT’S 
NOT &/GAT. 
AT THE I KVOW THE 
BEGINNING, BEGINNING 
BATMAN. THE OF MY 
BEGINNING STORY. 
OF YOUR - 
STORY. 


SOON THE 
YOUNG WARRIOR 
WILL TAKE THE STRANGE 
METAL, AND STRIKE DOWN 
THE LEADERS OF THE 
BIRDS, THE ONES WHO WILL 
RETURN OVER MANY LIVES 
AS HAWKMAN AND 
HAWKGIRL. 


THIS WILL 
SET A WAR IN 


MOTION THAT AR 


WILL SPAN ALL Gyee'n 
N 


HISTORY. nes BIRDS AND 


HE WILL USE YOUR TRIBE TO 
BRING HIMSELF INTO THE WORLD 
NO. FOR THE FIRST TIME, BUT HE 
DAMMIT. : WILL BE PUSHED BACK BY Fig. 
THE BIRDS. AND THEN HE WILL Pa ONE HE 
REALIZE HIS ULTIMATE , ) SAW AT THE 
THAT'S ALL VESSEL, THE ONE WHO ® .: BEGINNING. 
WRONG, THIS IS GET IT ALL IN Bc 
ANOTHER STORY MOTION. 
ENTIRELY. z 


THE TWO 
STORIES ARE 
ONE. 7 


DON’T 
YOU SEE? DON’T 
YOU UNDERSTAND? 
THEY ALWAYS 
HAVE BEEN. 


IT SAW YOU 
WHEN YOU ARRIVED 
IN THIS TIME, PURSUED 
BY THE COSMIC HORROR, 
THE HYPER-ADAPTOR. IT 
SAW YOU INSPIRE A NEW 
TRIBE OF MAN, ALL 
BEARING A/S GREAT 
SYMBOL. 


WILL MARK 
YOU AS 
THE ONE. 


—_—Z 


NAH 
POSSIBLE. 
BATMAN 
GONE. 


BIG 
BOTS BURNED 
THE WORLD, AND 
BATMAN GONE. 
CAN’VR COME 
BACK. 


HWNH. 
CLARITY. 


you 
NEED TO 
REMEMBER, 
BRUCE. NONE 
OF THIS IS 
REAL. 


ARE ALL TRICKS BATMAN 
TO GET INSIDE ~ SAVE US// 
YOUR HEAD. TO ’ 
MAKE YOU LOSE 

YOUR FOCUS. 


REMEMBER 
THE MANTRA. 


you 
ARE TRAPPED 
IN THE DARK 
MULTIVERSE. YOU 
NEED TO FIND 
A WAY OUT. 


HAWK 
PATROL. 


MOVE IN. 


( THIS ISN’T REAL, 
GON. LISTEN TO 
ME. WE AREN’T 

\ REALLY-- 


J ji 


WE FOUGHT 
TOLD YOU YOUR WAY, WITH 
NEVER TO COME YOUR CODES, AND \ 
BACK, FATHER. I 7A/S |S WHAT HAPPENED. 
BEGGED YOU I ALWAYS FEARED I 
TO LISTEN. WAS THE ONE WHO'D 
MAKE THE BAT THE 
SYMBOL OF 


“YES, I BROKE 
THE GLAS6... 

AND I CHASED 
HIM DOWN...” 


“RIGHT, RIGHT. I KNEW 
AT THAT MOMENT 
THAT THE WHOLE CASE 
WAS SOLVED. 


“IT WAS STRYKER, 
LAMBERT’S PARTNER, 
WHO HAD FRAMED 
LAMBERT’S SON, ALL 
€O HE COULD TAKE 
CONTROL OF THE 
COMPANY.” 


“THIS IGN’T THE 
STORY I WANT TO TELL 
ANYMORE, JANET.” 


ie 


(me! 


“ag 
“I NEED TO FIND... yp 
SOMETHING. A WAY 
BACK UP, A WINDOW...” 


uIET, 


HAS GONE JEFFERSON! LET %& 
TOO FAR/T{ WAYNE THROUGH. WE ¥ 
WON’T BE A[ MUST COMPLETE THE 
PARTY TO CEREMONY OF THE 
» MURDER! BAT, WE'VE PREPARED 
<a ALL THE STEPS 
ALREADY. 


/ NOW 
THOMAS, IF 


THOMAS, 
YOU CAN'T 
MEAN TO TRULY 
HARM THE GIRL?! 
THERE ARE NO 
REAL DEMON-- 


\¥ Wy /7’S WERE! 17'S WAYNE! WE Qk 
\ | ALS must Leave aie 
BO \ BARBATHOS 18 THIS DAMNED 


COMINGS 


if 


THEY DON THE 
COME BACK HEAT WILL THEY WILL 
FOR ME. THEY ¥ BE UNBEARABLE, YY BUILD A GREAT 
NAIL THE DOOR AND MY SKIN WILL we CITY OVER MY 
GHUT AND LET , MELT FROM MY (GRAVE. A ciTy 
THE CAVERN A BONES, BUT I ; 

B fi WILL SERVE MY 
— SS PurPOose. . 


WAITING FOR 


g 
THAT IS 
ALL THIS 
SACRIFICE 
IS MEANT 


AM DYING \ 
FOR YOU, 
BATMAN. 


YOU ARE 
THE GREAT WAGON 
MEANT TO BEAR THE 
DARK GOD UNTO THE 
WORLD. THE FOOLS 
THOUGHT A SIMPLE 
MAIDEN WOULD 
DO THE JOB. 


S0 
THEY PREPARED 
ME IN THE OLD WAYS, ¥ 
PASSED DOWN FROM & 
THE DAWN OF MAN. 


BEEN PREPARED 
BY THE JUDAS OF 
THE BIRD TRIBE. TO 
GIVE HIM WFLUENCE. 
TO OPEN THE 
WINDOW. 


I AM 
A STEPPING 
STONE, A PIECE 
INA STORYI f 
WILL ONLY SEE AS 
PIECES OF. 


REMEMBER, 
CONTESTANTS/ 
MAYOR JOKER 

SAYS THE ONLY RULE 
IN GOTHAM CITY /6 
THAT THERE ARE 
NO RULES! 


THE GAME 
RESUMES IN 
THREE...TWO... 


GET THAT LOOK Ni 

OFF YOUR FACE. WON'T DIE. 

THEY’RE COMING THIS /6W’T 
TO K/LL US. fh 


I 
NEED TO FIND 
THE DIMENSIONAL 
WINDOW. IT WANTS 
ME TO GO DOWN, 
BUT I NEED TO 
GET UP. 


NEED TO 
GET HIGHER, 
GET OUT OF THIS 
DAMN PLACE. 


BATMAN 
WENT ALL IN, 
FOLKS REBELLED, 
CHOSE THE BAD 


EVER SINCE, 
THIS HAS 


LIVES. 


THERE’S 
NO GETTING 
OUT, THERE’S 
JUST LIVING. 


YOU HAVE TO RUNS [ Ag HELL YEAH/ WE 

THEY HATE PEOPLE \ GET TO KILLA 

DRESSED LIKE H/M [\ : p ) BATMANS 
THE MOS7/ : : 


a, 


a ; oe _ 4 
DON'T : ; “ 
THINK! RUIN: | : 


uaoe. 
ANYMORE... | 
_ a ue | 


fs I 
{ WON’T PLAY 


” YOUR GAME 


YOU...YOU 
IN’'T GOING 
TO TAKE ME 
ey DOWN? 

WHO 
ARE YOU 
REALLY? 


Wiese ve vv ve Ow 


wees eve ew 


LIVES? 
VES, ALAN 


WANE. THE Court Vay 


OF OWLS’ PLANS 
ARE BIGGER 
THAN OU 
KNOW. 


AND 
Pou WILL 


PLA? Your )p 
PART... 


Y THE METALS. 
"ul OUR METALS...OH 
fjntiinf GOD, THEY'VE LACED 
fwn\ WAYNE STEEL 

i WITH». SOMETHING 


ALAN? 
ALAN WAYNE? 
SIR, YOU NEED 


T'S TRUE! 
I KNOW IT 1S! 
I CAN SEE IT! 


THE > 
WINDOW, BATS! 


: _ LOOK! THEY’RE 
; : KNOCKING! 
Re ee 

HARLEY?! WHAT, D’YA TAKE 

WHAT... WHAT'S A BONK TO THE 
eA HAPPENING?! 4 HEAD? S 
: F }) 
Y)} 


WE 
FOLLOWED YOU 
UP HERE INTO THE 


I CAN 
BREAK 
THROUGH! 


HERE,..FROM 
HERE I CAN DO IT. 
THE WINDOW. I 
REMEMBER... 


X 


WHAT, ARE YOu Ae 
JUST GOING | 
TO LEAVE US /iR 
HERE?! 


WILD BLACK YONDER! 


i 3 4 2 
ALL TO AVOID 
THE JUBTICE ra 
AND I V/ SS \ 
QUOTE: “WE UI =p e 
TRIED FIGHTING io Ay 


WITH RESTRAINT 
AND WITHOUT. ALL 
THAT'S LEFT TO 
DO |S GET 
OUT.” 


S 


: “YOURE. 
“7 t> | MESSING UP 
ee THE STORY, 

: -| GRANDPA.” - . > 


we Ni 


@) 


WTF 


X 


I AM NOT LOST.I ‘WW 
M BATMAN. AND I AM 


MULTIVERSE 


I WILL FIND THE 
WAY OUT. 
ae <J 


my A SECRET 
PASSAGE? 
> ‘ 


DON’T 
CHANGE IT, 
GRANDPA. IT’S 


IT HAS 
TO CHANGE! 


Ae \eesee 
Looe / eed 
NY _— ~ 
AS DARK BIRDS AND BATS > pA ‘. hy, SS 
i WORKING TOGETHER wl ] ci © as v 
SS. Cee TO GHA AW fa a 
#i\ aes 


\) PROM YOuR Fist i\s \ {a oe 
as Sy XS ies 
M= (SZ HM | 7 ~~ | = 
1 h ( 1 : i Fl 


‘Ou : 
SEE THE 


TRUTH OF 
YOURSELF, - 


YOUWS... 
BARBATOS, 
TRYING TO 

TWIST MY 

STORY. 


THE 
TRUTH IS, YOU 
ARE NOTHING 


you 
ARE PLAIN. 
LESS THAN 


THIS 
PLACE, MY REALM, 
IT 1S FULL OF WORLD 
CREATED FROM 
FEARS AND FAILINGS, 
AND YOU...YOU HAVE , 
MORE THAN ANY 
OTHER ee 


GALAXIES OF 
WORLDS BUILT 
BY THE UNSPOKEN 
TERRORS IN 
YOUR HEART. 


I 
’ SHOWED YOU 
Me 6THREE, BUT THERE 
ARE THOUSANDS. 
eh Al edad 


a a iy) 4 x / 
Ha! 
C= ar 


wv 
wy - 


PEOPLE THINK 
YOU ARE A GREAT 
HERO OF HUMANITY, 


" MAYBE THE GREATEST. 


THEY STRIVE TO 
BE LIKE YOU, ALL 
BECAUSE I 
WILLED IT. 


YOUR NATURE 
WAS REVEALED, 
THEY WOULD 
SHRINK BACK TO 
THE DARK. NOW 


LOOK/S// F 


_ 


BECAUSE 
THIS \S WHO 
YOU ARE 
gel MY 


z 


ON'T WANT 
TO KNOW! 
GIVE UP! 


On 
59 
gS 
Ee 
z 

92 
Og 


ID 
O 


GRANDPA — 
BRUCE? ae |i. 
] JANET? “ 
I’M SO SORRY, 
: HONEY. I MUST 


PA HAVE FALLEN 
ASLEEP. 


JY YOU'RE AT 

THE BEGINNING, \ 
] SILLY. YOU WERE 
, STARTING 


VAN 
“NK 


| 
4s 


‘ 


vy A REZ {aa 
Fel 


Refs 


4 TO, 
SNM DAR 


BE CONTINUED 
=/ 


EI 
K:NIGHTS: 
.) 
ay ih 


Ld 
"METAL #4! 


